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Most Significant Natural Resource Accomplishment 
 Our most significant on-the-landscape project this year was a streambank 

stabilization and buffer restoration project on Salmon Creek.  Salmon 
Creek has a TMDL for fecal coliform and turbidity (Department of 
Ecology). It is a tributary to the Lower Columbia River System and is a 
steelhead and salmon bearing stream. This restoration project was 10.58 
acres, more than 200 linear feet of creek, and was implemented with 
funds from five different partners/grants.  It included approximately 
7,030 plants, 20 rootwads (LWD) with 40’+ stems, and 8 25-30’ toe logs. 

 
Mission of the Clark Conservation District  
 The mission of the Clark Conservation District is to protect, conserve, and improve the natural resources of the 

District and to guide resource use, enhancement, and development to provide the highest quality of life for present 
and future citizens. 

 
Natural Resource Improvements in 2005 - Summary 
 Fish and wildlife habitat was improved by planting and protecting 35,500 native trees and shrubs across Clark 

County. 
 Livestock exclusion fence has potentially prevented 4,050 tons of soil erosion and 130 head of livestock from 

entering our waterways. 
 District staff provided support and technical assistance to over 2,000 cooperators in Clark County. 

 
Water Quality Implementation  
 Cost share through this program funded16, 374 native trees and shrubs planted to enhance fish and wildlife habitat.  
 We also constructed 3,075 linear feet of livestock exclusion fence to keep horses from entering waterways and 

wetlands.  
 
Basic Funding 
 Basic funding provides for overhead expenses and assists in keeping our services available to the community. It 

also provides an opportunity for the Board to participate at the WACD Annual Meeting and local Area Meeting. 
Staff also attended training courses with this funding. These activities are significant to accomplishing worthwhile 
on-the-landscape projects by maintaining and improving our district programs.   

 
Water Quality  
 The District partnered with Clark County and Clark Public Utilities to conduct water quality monitoring on 

Salmon Creek.  Salmon Creek has a TMDL for turbidity and fecal coliform. 
 Staff provided support and technical assistance to over 80 cooperator farms and completed 21 Conservation 

Management Plans. Financial assistance to landowners resulted in 6,053 native trees and shrubs planted in riparian 
areas to protect water quality and enhance fish and wildlife habitat. We also installed 1,851 linear feet of livestock 
exclusion fence to keep livestock from entering the waterways. 

 District staff assisted 127 cooperators with 9,344 plants sold through our native plant sale.  We also worked with 
the Center for Agriculture, Science, and Environmental Education (Battle Ground School District) to sell potted 
plants grown through their school program for the first time this year. 

 
Professional Engineering 
 Provided engineering services to 9 landowners in Clark County. Assistance was for two drain lines from barns, 

two livestock crossings, three in-stream habitat restoration and stabilization projects, two culvert replacements, and 
assistance with multiple permit applications. The engineering program continues to be a significant factor in 
helping the district get conservation on-the-ground. The engineer provides technical assistance and knowledge that 
other district employees are not able to offer our cooperators. It also provides opportunities for additional projects 
by using the services as match for other grants. 

 



Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)  
 We gained 5 new CREP contracts this year and have 10 new interested cooperators. We provided technical and 

financial assistance to the current 10 contracts. 
 We implemented numerous BMPs amounting to 41.7 acres, 6,545 linear feet of stream, 26,160 plants, and 11,325 

feet of livestock exclusion fencing.   
 
Livestock/Dairy  
 Provided technical assistance to 10 cooperators in the county, mostly to dairies in implementing their nutrient 

management plans.  All the dairies in the county are certified. 
 Received training for our technicians on the status of the AFO/CAFO regulations.  

 
Fish Passage Barrier Survey (SRFB) 
 Co-sponsored a grant with the Lower Columbia Fish Recovery Board to conduct fish passage barrier surveys in 

WRIAs 25, 26, 27, and 28. This survey focused on private lands and filling data gaps from previous work of other 
agency surveys. All the work was conducted using WDFW SSHEAR protocol.  

 Outreach began in October 2004 to locate, map, and gain access to private property. Over 300 sites have been 
surveyed and three watersheds have been completed. This information will be compiled and used by the Lead 
Entity in prioritizing future barrier projects. 

 
Small Farm Programs  
 Staff provided support and technical assistance to 12 cooperator farms and completed 8 Small Farm Conservation 

Plans. Financial assistance to small farm landowners resulted in 6,053 native trees and shrubs planted in riparian 
areas to protect water quality and enhance fish and wildlife habitat. We also installed 1,851 linear feet of livestock 
exclusion fence to keep livestock from entering the waterways. 

 The Manure Exchange Program has over 60 cooperators on the exchange list and more than 30 people have used 
the list to find a source of fertilizer. 

 Farm Tours were organized to show successful implementation of conservation BMPs on small acreage farms. We 
conducted four farm tours with 81 participants.  Three of the four tours were horse facilities, and one was a llama 
farm.  

 Fact sheets were created and distributed through our educational displays and workshops to provide small farm 
owners with information on BMPs.  The fact sheets included Managing Horses on Pastures, Organic and Inorganic 
Heavy Use Area Protection, Footing Options, Pasture Systems and Grazing Methods, and a Manure Composting 
brochure. We also printed more of the Streamside Planting Guide for distribution at small farm events and with 
other organizations in the community.  

 Assisted with the Living on the Land: Stewardship for Small Acreages curriculum through WSU Cooperative 
Extension.  This curriculum is designed specifically for educating small acreage land users. Living on the Land 
consists of five modules on managing small acreages: inventorying resources; soils; water; pasture management; 
and animal management. The five modules contain 15 lessons that form individual, two hour workshops. This 
series will provide small acreage landowners the knowledge and skills necessary to implement best management 
practices that will reduce pollution of surface waters.  There were 79 graduates from the course this year. 

 Purchased a ground-driven 50 bushel manure spreader for lending out to landowners.  This manure spreader is 
small enough for cooperators with small acreages.  

 
Community Collaboration & Coordination 
 Agricultural cooperators were assisted with Clark County Code Enforcement through district participation on the 

Clark County Agricultural Committee. This committee assist the County in determining what practices should be 
considered standard agricultural exempt from permits. 

 Participated in meetings with the Watershed Planning Units for WRIA 27/28, Lower Columbia Fish Recovery 
Board and the 6 Year Habitat Strategy, and Watershed Stewards Advisory Board.  Also participated on the Center 
for Agriculture, Science and Environmental Education (Battle Ground School District) Advisory Board.  

 Continue to work with WSU Extension with small farm technical assistance and joint workshops. 
 Continue to coordinate and implement projects with Clark Public Utilities, USDA NRCS, Lower Columbia Fish 

Enhancement Group, and Clark County as partnering agencies. 
 
 
 



 Marketing/Outreach & Education 
 2,000 + cooperators served through workshops, displays, presentations, and technical assistance. We helped 

support the Living on the Land: Stewardship for Small Acreages curriculum through WSU Extension and 
workshops for landowners with wells and septic systems in conjunction with Clark Co. Health Department. 

 Sponsored 30 local students in environmental education through the regional and state Envirothon competitions. 
 Developed a new website to assist in distributing district and community information more effectively. 
 The display at the Clark County Fair was a partnership with WSU Small Farm Advisors, Clark County Clean 

Water Program, and Clark County Cattleman’s Association. The display won the Best Educational Exhibit award. 
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